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A REMINISCENCE OF THE FAICATD CONSTELLATION 


road Se xics 


I onlisted in tho Navy, in 1906, at tio ago of cight cn, 
and was sont to Nowport, ii. I., for my training. CO 
LATION, at that timo was moorod ir. @ stone siip, ia f: 
old Barracks "&", on tho westorn sido of Stone Cuttors 
GClasscs in dock and marlinspike sScamanship, worc conductca 
aboard hor. sSomo of the morc advancec boys wero allowod tc 
sling thoir hammocks on nor gundcck. as I reomomccr, I dis, 
for about a wooke at that timc she was a wnreo mastod, full- 


ridggcd ship, to royals, with ocnormeus sing.c topsi's ana 
coursos, mo crossjacke Shs was compictciy mastcd ana ricecd, 
and kopt a comploto sot cf Sails bont on, which wo scot oi 
cuict days for training is s0oosing, rooting, ana icaraing tno 
ead whora oclaysd on the fifc ana 


ropes, their names, uscs 
pin rails. 
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I was of a slight build, but tough and hard as nails, 
then, as I had just put in the winter beforc fishing and hunt— 
ing alligators in tho Florida Evorglades. Bocausec of this, I 
was dosigneted a "light yard man", and always sent to a t'gali- 
lant or royal yard. JI romomocr hor yards, cxcopt the royals 
had two jackstays, the forwarj onc, on which thc sail was dont, 
and tho after onc for a hand nolt whiic laying out and in. 

This suggests the fact that boforc about 1620, vcsscls uscd no 
jackstay on thcir yards, but vont tho sail diroctly to the 
yerd itsclf by moans of lons robands, the oncs of whicn pro- 
vided the only handholds th. sailors had, oxccpt somotimos «a 
menropo, which cxtondod from tho slings to tno lift. 


One of our divorsions was to go aloft to the royal mast- 
hoad and slide down the backstay to tho dock. Lots of funj 
One young daro=dcevil of a Fronchnman, from Salom, Massachusotts, 
who was of the athletic typc, could walk and handloc himscif on 
his hands nearly as woll as his foct, climbod to the main 
truck onc timc on a darc, and stood on his hands on it. all 
of 170 fest above tho docks 


One timc the ship, which was old and rotten, roquired 
constant pumping, deovolopod 2 loak about thrco foct below thc 
waterline on the port sido, cclow the mizzcn chains. Wo rig- 
gcd mast whips and hove hor down to starboard by tho capstan, 
so it could be caulkcd. Upon rclcoasing tho fall from the main 
mast burton pondant, thoy dropped it somoway and tho four-fold 
block hit mc a glancing blow on the hoad, acarly knocking mc 
out. That Swect Littlo Cherub that sits up eloft was all that 
savod mo that timo. 


I romomber that sho carricd two sots of triangular 
whiskcr nettings, ono undor the vbow=sprit, suspondod from 

tho sprits'l yard, and a smellcr scot hung on whiskor polos 
ét the jib—boom wythc and lcading aft to tho bow-sprit cap. 


Sho had flush decks lik» the CONSTITUTION, but ac boule 
warks at hor waist, from about tno after ond of tho foro 
channols to the gangway, just foreward of the main rigging, 
in which space iifoclines wore scot up on stanchions. 


ww 


she had no guns aboard in my timc. I hcar sho is 


ae 
rebuilt, and cortainly hops so. «het wouldn't I give for a 
Chanec to assist in it? sspccially tho masting, and rigging, 
as mon who understand tacsc.oid ships aro fcw and far votwocn 


nowadays. Tho art of handling homp standing rigging is 
practically lost. 


Long live the Gloricus ‘ld CONSTELLATION. 


’ 
{ 
$i 
on 
W 
° € 
eye 
ad 
> 
3 
| 
a 
4 ive 
4 
4 


THE TRUXTUN 


Bruce Grant 


Midshipman David Porter could Vear his treatment no 
longer. His black eyes flashing, his cocked hat clamped 
firmly on top of his brown curls, his little dirk henging 
from his belt, the highespiritcd youngster stood defiantly 
before Captain Thomas Truxtun on the frigate Constellation's 
cuarterdeck. He exclaimed: “Sir, the tyranny exercised on 
board this ship is more than <= can standi® 


Captain Truxtun had been brought up in a hard school. 
Should he be in character liidshipman Porter would be in for 
ea fine reefing of his sails. There were anxious giances 
exchanged by those on the quarterdecx and it was expected 
hat this outburst on the part of the young midshipman wouid 
cause the captain to lwe-his temper. But noe Truxtun, in 
honest—hearted fashion, reached cut and took young Porter by 
the hand and strolled with him along the deck. 


“ily boy, you shall never leave the Navy if I can help 
it," he said kindly. "Mhy, you young dog, every time I 
swear at you, you gO up a round in the ladder of promotion, 
a and when Mr. Rodgers blows you up it is because he loves you 
and don't want you to become too conceited." 


Porter was placated. He remained in the Navy to becoms 
a disciple of the firm and unremitting code of discipline 
that was practiced by Truxtun. and in after years he was 
grateful for his training under Truxtun, and through him the 
Truxtun tradition in the Navy was carsicd on in an unbroken 


chain from Porter to Dewey. 


Captain Truxtun was a csevore man, but his austerity 

wag tempered vy the new ame ican philosophy of freedom and 

equality. He Gid not kick ..is midshipmen below deck as ear 

Faul Jones did Nathaniel Fauning. While both he and aodg 

had taken every course in tue 
curriculum of the merchant service — where tne officers wita 

no marines to support them hac to depend upon their ew. 
physical powers to maintain order and discipline among the 
ungodly crews of desperate men or that period = Truxtun stiis 

Gid not believe in fiogging end summary physical punishment. 


Truxtun's own rules and rceguiations formed tine basic 
philosophy of the new and infant Navy - wre truly american 
Navy as it exists tOcaye isict iccais became just as much a 
part of the spirit of the Navy as tne vseclaration of Indgep- 
G 


jenc Bill of Aights anc the Preanblie to the Constitution 


168 
‘ 
at 


Lruxtun's maxims 


Spirits Ci the nation. 


becans a part of the 
young midshipmen and otacr orfiecrs 


were inculcatcd in those ; 
who served under him and his teachings soon were abdsorbcd 
and formed a part of the unvritten precepts of the naval 


services. 


Truxtun explained fully his ideas in a letter to Capt- 
ain Thomas Tingey, himself a seadog of the old school: 


"In the present situation of the Ue. S. If we have a 
Wavy astablishmoent, its Succcss will Gepend much on tnose 
who Organize it, I have studicd the subject so much, ana 
made §0 many observations on the temper, manner, habits, and 
‘disposition of our officers, that I am convincea & board oF 
admirals are indispensibly necessary for tnis purpose, in 
order to fix certain rules, & regulations, and then cause 
them to be carried into prompt effect, at present every 
Captain of the scuadron h:s his own rules and regulations, 
he being bound by no other Captains, Consecuently every 
Change of a Commander, produces a change of System, excep 
where the Governmental re svlations, which are but very few, 
fixes certain Matters per ianently." 


mesis of the thought which mater= 
falized some fifteen vear: later in the formation of the 
Board of Wavy Commissione's. It is not surprising then 
that two of truxtun'ts officers, Commodore John Rodgers and 
Commodore Davida Porter should compose this first board of 
three Navy men » 

In the same letter (>) Tingey Truxtun further outlined 


his views: 


Here, then was the ; 


"In the crganizatioi of a Marine, too, the Commander of 
the fleet, and the Commanders of scuadrons, should not only 
be men of firmness, but of great temper and consideration, 


free from that sort of Caprice, that would ever make an 
improper impression on their mines, so as tO uAjust 
wermtn 


decisions, as. there is a vast difference between 
temper, and a capricious mind, and bad neart, tne distinc- 
tion should be well understood, and while the former char— 
acter may be forgiven, and his foibles looked over, tue 
latter should be nunted out of the services." 


sd “seen much of unculi- 
f other discription of 


ana accuaire tneir nzoits,’ 


He reminded dinzey who also ha 
ivated Seamen of every class, and o 
persons, who often sorve with them, 
that he must be convinced and agree with aim “that to organ- 
ize your navy properly, is mMercuiecan lebdour, and great 

§000 sense, Judgeisent, & knowledge oF Subject, and re~ 
fiection, are the only ingredients, wo effect Completeiy the 
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ooject.* 

In his opinion among the various “characters" sent on 
board American ships at that “ime “there were men end *o00 
many of them" totally unaccuar . with Naval affairs, to the 
extent necessary for officers." nd particularly of rules of 
discipline and obedie ence, Consec oumtile the manners « habits, 
common to them vefore taney entsred the service often leaa 
them into error, & is the cause of their committing offense, 
that by the articles of war are highly punishable, this being 
e fact, a cuestion arises, vuether as some heve asserted, 


as 


these men in the present stats of the Wavy, shoula ce ins- 
tantly arrested corougat to trial as we fina to ce the case 
in the old navics of wurope, or whether the ctetter way will 
not be in most ‘cases to let them down with a pretty tight 
reprimand, & thersby correct, & break those nabits in men, 
otherwise bidding fair to mexe good officers: and only bring 
to trial such es are vicious. past all cure, and whose ridd- 
nee from tiie service is coi.siGerec, desirable anc proper." 


This appeared to Trust... the mode that should oe 
followed then, and for a coisicerable time “Tor if in a 
young Navy, You errest ever) officer, You aaeve power and 
Just right to arrest, or if you flog every scaman & ©, You 
have power and Just right tc flog, by the articics of war, 
Real acts of Justices, even ty these frecuent punishments, 
will at Llength:dc coasider¢éu anc believed (sic) as acts of 
Tyranny which will have an cffect on tho american Community, 


ruinous to its Naval Servicc.* 


This could have been his answer, too, to younr Porter's 
complaint! . . . Porter ang other officers new in the wavy 
ang the seamen on board wera fortunate in naving Truxtun as 
their commanding officer. For as to disciplining scainen, 

ruxtun said: "I have had trouble as well as otners to 
introduce proper ciscipline, but in three years since the 
commencement of the Navy, I aave thus fur avoided arresting 
One single officer, & only TloOgzec ONe Man, cxcept ons or 
two merines, who nad beohaveca in such a manner that it was 
not to be well avoided." 


n those Gays such.an opinion emourted to herosy. The 
"Cat" and tne "colt" and tne bostun's fists or pernaps a : 


convenient marline spike the necessary ad= 
junets to the maintaince of law and ordcr on coerad ship.e a 
‘ 


dozon lashes or tyvo dozen 01 whic. mace a man's 
back look likc raw f stcek, vloody anc awosome, or 
to be flogred through the weere the culprit received 
his dose on cach snip until .w nad 10st all consciousness 
was Gcad — theso wors ta: Heritavos ov the paste Not for 


a 
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Truxtune This reasoning 


¢ gegradinge 2.8 


explained that ne aac @ betver and more efrective punishiert 
- he stopped the recaicitrait's ration of spirits or grog. 
By this method he gained ii two ways as is seen in - report 
he made on his ship's stores: 


"in the article of Spirits there is a Saving to a con- 
siderable amount owing to iay mode of punishment on board, by 
stopping the allowance of spirits from offenders, who were 
by articles cf war punishea:lie in a way much more severe, 
this loss however to tne ijadividual is a gain to the U 5, 
anc should se so considered, as no person ought to be in— 


terested in such mode of punishment, which answers the pure. 
and is more 


pose intended much better than public flogging, 
humane, end not so degrading to the man. . With respect to 
the stopping of grog, freevent arunkenness ana an Over fonda 
ness in common seamen for ardent spirits, added to tne 
allowance being to (sic) great, has induced me to adopt this 
mode of punishment, in addition to my other reasons ... ." 


There is to be found i. sruxtun's writings, his letters 
and his orders, the philosopnical foundation of tae young 
Navy —- he was one of the Tew navel officers of that perioa 
who could think and put his thougats on paperi Truxtun 
could and did express himself in lucid fesnion. 


In regard to the allowance of distilled spirits 
(usually rum) he thought the ration too great and believed 
it should be reduced so tiat each man received ae one gili 
&@ day, instead of a half pint, and that "en equivalent ror 
the other giil will be mede up for then in milinens Tea, 
Coffee, & Sugar, on different days, which will be much 
better for the men & for the service." 


In a ship's company of some four hundred men "there 
boys & many landsmen & c, wno do not use rum and such or 
those as receive their allovence will barter or sell it te 
Others, which causes many of the crew of a ship %to be fre— 
quently intoxicated & obliges the ofricers, to be more 
severe (in exacting from all a due attention to the reguiar 

‘ 


discipline of the ship) .Lhan they otherwise would do.' 


The youn: Navy wes iim LOT LUNAaALGA 12 
designer and builder wie siso could physcphicaily express 
It was vortunate in having 


himself arid vino nad visic... 
Joshua Humpuroyse and it ‘as cspecially fortunate in having 
as its first socrotary svoducrt, a man also with 
ideals and vision. t Tortusate iu naving a 

i writin, so that they 


captain who could put in 
ve ana reau oY Concanporariss, 


subsecuent 
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Naval philosophers anc especialiy historians. 


Here was @ sailor's captain. Ke nad come in through 
the hnawse hole, as the sailors expressed it, and not through 
the cabin window. He formed his philosophy from long years 
in the service, and he explain3d this to one of his first 
junior officers: 


ss I must once more remind yous that thirty-two 


Long Years experience and Constant Practice at Sea, on board 


Various ships from a 64 down, that I have remark'd that no 
sort of Conduct in any ocffic.r on board, have a tendency to 
lessen his authority and the respect due to himself So much 
as an improper familiarity witn the petty Officers & c and 
on the Contrary, the effect a free open polite Conduct among 
those, who are of his Mess is always the reverse.* 


When he was gotting the Constellation ready for her 
Maiden voyage, Truxtun outlined his “Basis of Gonduct", 

"which I expect will be observed sy all who wish to merit 
my esteem." This was: 


"In the first place, it is the duty of every one and 
more perticulerly Officers, .o Support Stuciliy the Consti= 
tution and Government under which we derive our Commissions, 

€s and in a regular Service Such as we are engaged in, no 
Officer must attempt to offer an opinion to me on the duty 
to be performed, without its being previously asked, but 
on the Contrary, Carry all ordors into execution without 
hesitation or demur. Such exempics will act as a- Stimulus 
to Officers of an inferior grade, as weli as others, and 
introduce that sort of Subdoruination, which can only insure 
happy and well govern'd Ship. 


"Secondly en Officer Carrying on duty agreeabie to his 
Station or otherwise, Shou'd be Civil and polite to overy 
one, and particularly so to Strangors for Civility does nat 
interfer with discipline; So thet tne detesgtedle and ruin=- 
ous practice to subordination in being too femiliar with 
Petty Orficers « c is not precticed. 


"Thirdly — While an Officer is diligent in doing his 
Guty and Causing Others to do theirs, and in preventing 
Sculking and Loitcring about, he is at the same time never 
to loss sight ofthat humanity ana Care that is due to those 
wino may be rcally Sick, or othsorwiso Stand in need of nis 
essistance and attention. 


r out of the Snip 
rmission to others vithout 


"Fourthly, wo Officer must sve 
or absent himselr, or grant that pe 


ini 
(12 
ones Truxtun. | 


leave from me or my represcittetive for tho tins ocing. 


"Tifthly I must always oc informed by tne Crficer on 
duty of eny impropristy Committcd or attempted to be 
committed particularly where it nas a Mutinous tendonoy. 


"Sixthly every Officer,is to be perticulariy attentive 
the rules and regulations of the Ship; the Quarter Billi 
the Articies of war; for to ovGcy wi thour hesitation, is 
my Superiors, in 6very 
vonduct I expect in 


4} 


to 

and 
a maxim always practiced by me to 
point of duty, and the same sort of 
return by all Officers under my orders. 


Seventhly, the ge to ve obsorv'd by Orficers on 
dutv, going out or Coming cn board the Ship, otepping on the 
Quarter Deck, addressing cach “otner on duty, and of every 
inferior discription (sic) of persons in Service, to Officors 

each other on or ofs duty, is to simply iift their 


passing eact 
hat, and on delivering a iicssage or bringing an answer & c 
Petty Officers, Scemon, Orcinary Seamen or iiarines Speak 
holding their hats in hand.“ 
His opinion was that "The United otates of america must 
€ have a Navy or Cease to be e Commercial Nation," so it was 
"highly necessary that a proper system of Subordination 
attention to cuty and respect be introduced in its first 
Out set . 
obtains a better understanding of the Oid Navy 
then tne New Nevy — in perusing Truxtun's numerecus 
orders sand instructions. There was nothing that missed his 
attention. The proper stcwage of the Constelletion's hold 
was wxplainec in a detailed ilcttcr in which is found this 
iticism: "altho' our frigates are the best built Ships, 
thet was cver Known to be Ucimposed cof wood and ictal, they 
are not without their faults." The principle feuit, he fel 
was "ox xtrome orcadtn, being pieced so Very far for hoad the 
Buses ooth an uncommon Creaught of watcr & great 


One 
what wes 


it c 
defferenc of ér ht." and to remedy this he oxolained 
Li ¢6rence Graugnt, an ) Of 1edy ASG Aov 


the bellast tiust ode placed and the hold StOWCG. 


when he came on doara 


Jan Yocmans, mastcr carpcnier, 
the frigate Constellation was told to oc “particularly carc- 
ful of all the Svers, soats Oars, Pump Gear, Tocls, Piten 
Risin, Turpentine, Veruish, Prints, O41 and all other stores 
in your Departiacnt,® anc wes ‘perticuserly cherged with have 

Morniag inside and out « 


ing the Ship well wet WNig.it, and 


ang to Joseph 0. Sani:son, th iz 
NOW ac WAS LO Ul of ‘be ara= 
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tus belonging to the departmeiit of armourer and Gun Smith 
and to assist the gunner in tl.e sourvey of all Smail arms and 
keep thein Clean and in good order.” abraham Long, the bdoat— 
swain, was reminded that "It :s your duty to Summon the Crew 
to theirs, to assist in the nacessary business of the Ship. 
and to relieve the watch when it expires, to examine the 
Condition of the Miasts Sails and Aigging: remove what is 
unfit for Service and Supply what is deficient, and to per- 
form this duty with as litile noise as possivlie.”" Sosuns 
were notorious as noisemakers with their silver winds or 
boatswain'ts pipes anc their voices “rough as a shark's skin." 


John Marshall, the master at arms, was “to exercise the 
Crew and teach them the use of Small arms — to Confine and 
pliant Centinels over prisoners," as well as the obnoxious 
and thankless duty of attending the gangway "when any boats 
arrive along Side, and Search them Carefully, together with 
the rowers, that no Spirituous licuors may be conveyed into 


wae 


the Shi 


he knew the duties of <¢ sailing master and wnen his 
own came on board the Constellation he edmonished him to 
have a “Watchful nye" on "Rigging, Sails, Waterials, or 


1% Other Furniture," “to pay due attention to the Navigation of 
the Ship" and "see that the Log, and Log Book be regularly, 


end correctly kept « » 


As to the ilerines on board the Constellation, Captain 
Truxtun gave them notice at the very outset: 


"GENTLBMEN, The Marines on 5oard this Frigate nave been 
directed to pull, hawl, end heave at the Capstern, in Addition 
to the Duty assigned them under the Lieutenant of Marines .. . 
The Lieutenant of Marines is always to parade and exercise the 
Marines, when in Port, at Sun Kise, and Sun Setting, and tc 
exercise them agreeable to Crder, when all hancs are called to 
Quarters, and the Cannon arc exercised. The Lieutenant or 
MWardnes will. attend to the cane Aules at Soa, with this Dif- 
ference only, tnuat insteed of oun Rise, and ounset, the Men 
will perade & c. at half past Tale and at Sun Setiing. 


. - In an order to his sea licutenants:- and master, he 
particular attontion to the proservation of health and the 


care of drinking watcor: 


Seven c'clock every 

liorning, the Crew is Pint of Water. at haif 
en Hour before Noon, one of Grog. = At Ralf past 3 in 

@ the Afternoon, another Pint of crog; at half an hour before 
Sun set every Evening they a-3 to heve served them a Pint, 


"At seven seils, or 


J 
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meadif @ Pint of Aum, which is 


and a half a Pint of Water, snd 
mixed as eforesaid. —" 


This ellowence of rv: and weter, "saxclusive of that for 
boiling Feasc," was to cc.itinuc until "further Orders from 
me in Writing.” In servi..g cut the wator, "each Man may be 
@llowed, to take his Allevyance with him, provided he has 
Anything to put it in, those who do not, must hav; it put 
in the Seuttlie Cask under ¢ Céntinel who is to guard the 
same with a Cutlass; as no i.usxcts aro suffered on Deck 


at Sea, but when at Quariors. —" 


In e footnote he said that "No more Water is to be ail- 
owed for my use, than for any other Man — without a Speciel 
Order, two Quarts per Da; cxcepted for Use of Officers av 


my Teble. 
ficer Captain Truxtun expected “an ationtive 


In an of: 
Zeal to promote the nave occrvice of the Unitcs ot: tes of 
america, with a becoming modest Deportment of Duty, and at 
tho same Timo Tirmness, shen necessary, will always be ' 
most agreeable to mo, wh.le acting as e Commander of any 


Ship in the Service." 


He added: "I have spiken with Truth of the Want of 
Bxperience in Officers o1 several Occasions, for it has 
been pled (sic) as an Exsuse to me, when I have nad Occ- 
asion to mention repoated Nogiccts. 

“Tf Officers have not had sSxperienec on Board lien of 
War, I do not consider t.:at as a Crime; cut when tnuey have 
had the Poundation laid on Seamanship in kis rchnantmen, or 
other vessclis, they may soon become experienced, if atternt- 
ive, and if a Men does not acquire in his Profession, thet 

for tue faithful and compicte 


+ 


=) 


knowledge, that is necescary, 
Discharge of his Duty (pciticularly in public Life) hav 
Opportunity, I consider .im guilty of a seinous Crime in- 


doed." 


second licutenant on 
SLainod: "You and 


To Licutenant William Cowpor, 
voard the frigate Constollation, ne oxpl 
every lian sailing, or acting under uy Orders, in any oit- 
uetion, may rast assured, thut I shali elways be infinitee 

ty happier to promote your Viows, if cesorvin,, than to 6 
compelled to observe a «ontrary Corduct towards them ss. 
In the organizing of a man Os sar sang 4N1LASS 
Right irom tO dime, watecrs OY VOMMENGGr 
statod with Candor, and in such a way, tnat no wisvakcs, 

or misconccptions Nhappo i. 
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It came to fTruxtun's astention that Cowper had complair= 
ed that "it would take an attorney, to learn, and retain the 
Instructions in Print," which Truxtun had issued. To this 
the captein observed "that when a School boy at a Vecation, 

I have had throo Times as much assigned mc as a Task, and did 
not think it difficult." Hs considored Cowper's complaint 

of no importance and said "I thorcfore shall expect in fut- 
ure the Orders of the Ship nore attended to, and e Consist 
ency more in Charactor to bo obvscrved.* 


Truxtun considered himself a siave to his cuty. In 
naval lifco, he reasoned, “no Men can look forward to becoine 
conspicious, ody rapid Promotion or otherwise, unless by his 
unromitting attention to outy, and from a reguler Deportment, 
he can signalize himself from tho Slothfull, and inactive. 

It is an artful Imposition, ofton attcompted to be practiced 
by Delinquonts, in perforiaing the Functions anncxed to their 
Office, which are assigned to them, to talk of Hardships, or 
thoir Neglects, and like e Distemper similiar to a contagious 
Fever, it spreads by their working Others into a Belief, that 


they are reelly aggrieved e " 


every officer who performed his duty 
well would be respcctod and he who neglicctced his duty "musi 
at least cxpect a robuke." as to sacrifices, "no Man in tne 
Serviee has sacrificed what I have done, and no Man certainly 
is half so great a Slave as I am, and have been, in attending 
to all the various Duties, comected with it." 


& He asscrtcd that 


Midshipmen and tne iistruction of the Young Gentlemen 
was one of the matters to which Truxtun gave considcrable 
attcntion. whe manner in which he trainec these lads, who 
were to becone the commaniing officers in the Navy, is best 
demonstratcd in 1601 just after the Peace sstablishmoent act 
had becn passed, retainin; only the best officors in the 
Navy, that every midshipman on Truxtun's ship was koat on the 
Navy Register! and instoac of considcring him a pcuagoguc 
and too severe taskmastor the youngstors liked it, for in 
1799 the Sccrotary of tho Navy wrote Truxtun that it aposcared 
tae miadshipmen entering the service wanted to be assigned 
to his ship . e 


those midshipmcen serving 
to gupcriors, and stating: 


On one occasion he adar 
with him, onjoining obcGi onc 


"In doing your duty, whilc vigilance is rccuired of you, 
Civility to thoso under you is desirod anc oxpectsd. From 


ban ang in many Us You Nave y 


examples in civil 


ain surc, DO era Ve You CONS IG 


infcrior 


A - 
an 


et ¢ 


station as your fcilow croatures, ana wnon 


/7 
CS 
re) 
is avy 


their duty with your chcorfulncs | 
ways romcmocring that rigid dcescipline and good order aro 
very difforent from tyranny - the one highly nocossery end 
the otuor abominable end disgrecoful to the charactor of an 
officcr .. . FPorscevere always, and struggle ageinst your 
sooming difficultics. Learn to bo seamen of the first 
order. wach of you caiculatec and prepere yoursclves to be 
Aduireals and to command “ne @morican Learn to ri 


and unrig, to recr, and stocr, and navigate a 
sciontificcliy, and to perform covery sort of duty bclonging 
to the highcst and the Lowest orders of scamcn and soe 
officcrs. yoursclvcs elso acquainted with thc const= 
ruction cf e1l sorts cf v-esscls anc tac genoral principlos 
of mccnanics. wo not fr.1 to pay the closest attention to 
Naval tactics, wirich you can never know properly until you 
occeme methcmaticians; consccucntly, till thon, fighting in 
ée iinc of tattle and manceuvres will always appear to you a 


confused business. i sail always have pleasure in giving 
encouragement and instruction to you or such of you as I 
see merit it, anc such 2s Go not I shall have equal pleas— 
ure in getting rid of es speedily as possible." 


Thus was Truxtun iutent on doing his shcre i, buiiding 
a Navy and laying the solid foundations in discipiine and 

good conduct and attention to duty that were necessary. No, 
he did not kick his widshipmen below. He sought to raise 
them upe In fitting our iiis ship for her first cruise aad 
moulding his officers aid crew into a fighting team 
Truxtun's efforts were to prove highly satisfactorye 


CONSTGLLATION, 36-GUN, U. S. FRIGATE 


Ge 


Davis 


fhe thirty-six gun U. S. Vonsteliation wes 


cesigned by Joshua Humphreys and built et Baltimore, lid., 
by Davia otodder beiny isnunched on September 7th, 1797. 


she sl ches in longth on her gur 
40 feet moulded bean, (*uat is not including her pi 

ana 15 feet 6 inches one measured 1265 tons. 
Thomas Truxtun designed acr sail and rigging plans e 
was her commander when ciie Tirst went to sea on august 


10th 


2rance cOonvoying o1 AMOrIican mercuant snips 
wnat cOlcected in davan: narbor, northward through the 


t 
lorida straits where b th privateer and Vrench worships 
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awaited a chance to pillage and capture them. 


On Tebruary 9, 1799 off -assaterre W. I. the Consteilation 
after an hour's engegement wi'a two srench frigates, the 
LtInsurget and the LeDiligent, captured them both. 


Off Guadaloupe on february 2, 1800 she had another severe 


engagement with the fifty-two gun wrench ship LeVengeence. 


Derkness and the ioss of*her mainmest prevented Consteliation's 
Capturing her opponent. 


She then made-two voyages tc tne liediterranean, in 13502 
and in 1804 sailing under command of 


under Capt. alex uurray, 
Capt. he G. Campoell. 


In 18128 et Jashington, D.C., she was stripped down to 
her lower futtocks and completeiy rebuilt with fourteen inches 
more beame 


1815 she sailed again for Mediterranean weters in 
commend of Capt. Chas. Gordon to join Com. WwW. Sainbridge's 
squadron. In 1317 she made a.iother voyage there under command 


of Capt. W. H. Crane. 


Com. Chas. Miorris took her on a special mission to Brazii 
in 1819, and from 1820 to 182; she was in the Pacific under 
Capt. C. G. Ridgly, then in tiie West Indies from 1825 to 1827 


under Capt. ii. T. #oolsey. 


In 1829 Capt. a. S. Wadsworth took her across to England 
and Prance ending up by joiniig the Mediterranean squadron 
arriving beck at Norfolk in 1334, then came in succession a 
voyege t0 West India, 1841 to brazil and then on out to the 
Bast Indies erriving home by wey of Honolulu and Valparaiso in 
1844. 


She 


Newport, 
place in 1854 when ner graceful figureheed anc Square stern 
with its quarter-galleries ani windows were sacrificed, 
end a plain billet—head ana o round, steam—boet stern, as oid 


SaYylors disdainfully cali it, were sudstitutec. 


On april 1, 19354 we staricd t 
of this famous olc ship Ccnst liati 
eonovia, NeY. Plans were draw ito the y 
fully followed giving a modei oJ inches in lexgtn 
tip of the figurehead to the onda oF the stern davits. her 
i kecl, stem, sternpost and deadwood were shapec out of oak, 
bolted together end the rabbet to receive her plank ends 11 


ine 


MMM is now, 1935, still afloat at the Naval Station at 
el 


or Tleors as taey would be cal- 


Prams € Us Of O1LG Of 


In most models tne framcse ere sawed cut 
boxwood ocr scise Otner hard weed. In this mocel the 
procedure was gone through as in the real ship. Her frames 
were made of black walnut all ouilt up, Futtock by Tuttock, 
ten futtocks in all in each midshnip frame, doweled or 


tree—-nailed as it is termed with wooded peg 


wnere ti.e snip became sharper, the 


of 


Towards the ends. 
ames being streignte Ould be wade of fewe noer 

fre 4 treignter could be de of f r numode 

pieces, or futtcocks. «At eaci end there aro a fev 


frames that radiate fanlike Crom the keci 50 Ut 
to be veveled so snarply to -et tne planking lay 


all these 67 frames wer3s then connected oy a Kealson 
directly over t ecl and severel other side stringers, as 
they aro terifec, run from bow to stern at the ends.of 
the first, or floor futtocks, at second ruttock, at the bii 
r strips of wosd termed clamps under cach row 


cf deck 


There are threo decks, 
led in a house, with their beems slightly rounded up so 
wetor will drein cff to the sidcs. wach oF these beams is 
secured tc the frame or side cr the ship with natural crock 

kneos having two iron'fastenings into the beam ana 
two into the frame and anotner knee calied a hanging knee 


under each beam. 


Under each beam down tne center of the ship these beams 
are all supported by posts or stanchions from the keelson vo 
the upper or as it is called the Spar deck. The deck below 


this is the gundeck and below that is the berth deck. 


Her main battery of cannon are carried on this gundeck, . 
the frames in the sides of ine ship being curt and f 

-‘Tourteen port—noles out tnrough which the 
yun is to be vired 


as 


make 
the cannon can ve run when inc 


SLUGENLS CL 


Tne whole frame is lefi exposed so 
construction cen study how ali tne various parts are shapec 
and fastened to, etner, nov tie stern end is ouilt up of hori- 
zontal layers. called transo: 3, the upper one being termed tie 
wing transom, tue wav the Lli.vile quarter galieries, lixe bay 
windows, are built to give :4 cutline that is pleasing vo 
the: eye, and forward at the svcm the run of the head rails, 
with their vracxets, cap ed uv the outer end by tne carved 
figure—nead of a woman. 


On the upper or spar dic. suci details as hatchways 
Mast=-partiors, capstans, Mo. oitts, galley range, 
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rails and bitts, where on the two latter meny ropes are belay— 
ed to belaying sins, are clexurly shown. The ste¢ring wheel is 
shown just forward of the mi:zen mast. Looking down under the 
gun deck beams oils can see tiie long tiller that goes aft thro- 
ugh the head of the rudder:-a.d just how the rudder is hinged 

to the stern—post is clearly s.ovne The straps on the stern 

post are gudgeons and those ©. tie rudder are pintles. 


Tne three lower masts, foremast, main mast and mizzen 
mast are stepped and forward the bowsprit extends out in fron. 
Burt these, like jointed fish-poles are only tne butt ends. 
Owner spars, topmast, topgallantmasts anc royal masts extend 
away up above these wien the ship is fully rigged and a jib- 
boom and a flying jib-bdoom extend out beyond the bowsprit. 


Tne model gives to those interested in the development 
and histery of ships visible 2vicence of the graceful ~«»pear— 
ance and sturdy construction of the frigates designed by 
Joshua Humphreys in 1797. 


ELLATION 


CONSTITUTION VS. CONST 


Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 


hese two are not sister ships as is often believed, and 
the following data will show the difference. . 


CONSTELLATION: Built at Baltimore, Maryland, under act of 
Congress, march 27, 1794, as a 36—-gun frigate. Designed by 
Joshua Humphreys. sSuilt by Davic Stodder. Carvings by Wm. 
Rushe Launched, ceptember 7, 1797, and in commission by 
June 26, 1798. Length, 162!- ie Breadth, 41'-2", Depth 
16'-9", Tonnage, 1278. Com; ent, 300. Baitery (in 1800) 
was 28 15 pdr. long guns aud - o4 par. carronades. 


CONSTITUTION: Built at Bostoi, Masse, under act of Congress, 
March 27, 1794, as a 44—gun frigate. Designed by Joshua 
Humpnreys. Suilt by George Claghorn. Carvings by John and 
Samuel Skillen (from designs voy /m. Rush). Launched, October 
21, 1797 (more than a month after the CONSTELLATION). Length, 
sreadth, 44'-6", Depitn, 14'=3". Tonnage, 1576. 
Complement, 400. Sattery (in 1604) was 20 — 24 pdr. long gus, 
14 -12 par. long guns, and & — of pdr. carronadec. 


xen from the "Xegister of 
ata, 1501-1607," U. S. 

rK also states that the 
vavar «cadeiny Museum and 


+ 
the CONSTiIT 4 


all the foregoing nas been 
Officer Personnel « . whips 
& Govt. Printing Office, 194 This 


CONSTELLATION plans are the Ue oe Nav 
National archives 40<@7—11 a ai:d 5. also ina 


x 


- wy 


plans are in the wational »rchives 40-15-6 and 40-15-65. 
Lines for both ere reproa . in this work, ana spar dainm= 
ensions given, although u.. 5 wre of a daie later tnan when 
the vessels were built. 


Both ships were rebui_i several times, and the datter— 
ies and figureheads, as weil as the spar dimensions cnangsd 
from time to time. Both are still in existance, and are at 
present (1948) in the Navy Yard at Charlestown, lass. 


CONSTSZLLATION nas undergone wore radical changes than 
CULcTITUTION, naving been iengthnenead ana widened, cut cown 
a Geck, and a round stern acded, most of which, I ow ieve, 
was dons in 1653. Bureau of Construction and Repair has 
the plans of the 1853 alterations, anc I have seen some of 
them, having carved a hull from them for a client some 
years av that time those plans were at Newport, 
where was then stationed. 


"The Truxtun Tradition" voy Bruce Grant is a chapter 
from his fortncoming book, "Truxtun and The Constellation." 


"Constellation, Us S. Frigate" by Charles G. 
Davis is reprinted from cuiletin No. 4 of the Ship Studio, 
Cazenovia, New York. 


Grant and Davis. 


Our thanks t0 Messrs. 


CONSTELLATION PHOTOGRAPHS. 


Bight by ten photographs of the CONSTSLLATION are 
available from lire Harry De Hamilton, 15004 Hast Granada 
avenue, Whittier, California. Theéc photographs are made 
avéilable through the courtesy of tne Office of Public 
Information, Navy Department. as the sudpiy of 
photographs is limited, they wiil be distribdutec on a 
"first come, first served" basis. 
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